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that nothing would be listened to, short of entire sub-
mission. They met to discuss the question, Brew or not
brew? The chairman began to take the votes on his
right hand\ but the right-hand man thought it hard
upon him to have to speak first, and the left-hand man
thought the same, and nobody would be the first to
speak, At length one man plucked up courage to vote
Brew, and by noon the next day, says Walpole, forty
brewhouses were hard at work in Edinburgh and ten
more in Leith. This satisfactory result was due to
the firmness and judgment of Lord May. The Duke
of Roxburgh, then Secretary of State for Scotland and
a friend of Carteret, had secretly encouraged resistance
by representations that the days of Walpole's power
were numbered. The minister sent prompt remon-
strances to the king, and Roxburgh was compelled to
resign,

The circumstances of the Porteous riot are familiar
wherever the English tongue is spoken, because they
were made the dramatic opening of one of his finest
stories by that admirable genius who, like Shakespeare in
his plays, has conveyed to plain men more of the spirit
and action of the past in noble fiction, than they would
find in, most professed chronicles of fact The early
scenes of the Hewt of Midlotimn are an accurate account
,of the transaction which gave 10 much trouble to Queen
Caroline and the miniiter, A smuggler who had excited
the popular imagination by his daring wid his chivalry
was sentenced to be hanged; after his execution the mob
pressed forward to cut down Mi body; Porteoua, the
captain of the Oifcy Guard, ordered his men to fire, and
several person* were shot dead: he was tried for murder, duty on stock in hand, They were toldng of the duura of Convocation in 1717 was anter would never forsakeghofa, pp,
